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Minutes

Finance and Economic
Overview and Scrutiny
Committee

Monday, 13 July 2026, 10.00 am

Council Chamber — South
Kesteven House, St. Peter’s Hill,
Grantham, NG31 6PZ

Committee Members present

Councillor Tim Harrison (Chairman)
Councillor Gareth Knight (Vice-Chairman)

Councillor Matthew Bailey
Councillor Gloria Johnson
Councillor Max Sawyer
Councillor Lee Steptoe
Councillor Murray Turner
Councillor Mark Whittington

Cabinet Members present

Councillor Ashley Baxter (Leader of the Council)

Councillor Richard Cleaver (Cabinet Member for Property and Public Engagement)
Councillor Philip Knowles (Cabinet Mmeber for Corporate Governance and Licensing)
Councillor Paul Stokes (Deputy Leader of the Council)

Other Members present
Councillor Sue Woolley
Officers

Richard Wyles (Deputy Chief Executive and S151 Officer)

Graham Kitchen (Director of Law and Governance)

Karen Whitfield (Assistant Director of Culture, Leisure and Place)
Gyles Teasdale (Head of Service — Property and ICT)

Michael Chester (Team Leader — Leisure, Parks and Open Spaces)
Amy Pryde (Democratic Services Officer)

Public Speaking

There were none.



Apologies for Absence
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Elvis Stooke.
Disclosure of Interests

Councillor Matt Bailey declared an interest on agenda item 4 as one of his family
members was a blue badge holder. He also declared an interest on agenda item 5,
as he was a supporter of Grantham Town Football Club.

Councillor Mark Whittington declared an interest on agenda item 4 as he was in the
process of applying for a blue badge. He also declared an interest on agenda item
5, as he was a supporter of Grantham Town Football Club and a Member of the
Supporters Club. He would discuss the decision-making process, however, would
not comment on the lease itself.

The Monitoring Officer confirmed Members were able to take part on the items.
Item 5 was to discuss a decision-making process rather than the lease to Grantham
Town Football Club itself.

Announcements or updates from the Leader of the Council, Cabinet Members
or the Head of Paid Service

There were none.
Call in - Review of SKDC Car Parking Arrangements

The Chairman stated there had been a ‘call-in’ for a review of SKDC Car Parking
arrangements.

Councillor Sue Woolley called the application in due to being contacted by a
resident who was the holder of a blue badge who did not understand the
expectations of blue badge holders in SKDC car parks.

Cabinet had implemented the decision on 2 June 2026, the decision was ‘called-in’
for clarification on the following point:

‘ Instruct officers to undertake the necessary steps pursuant to the introduction of a
maximum 3 hour free parking limit at all Council Pay and Display car parks for blue
badge holders’.

Councillor Sue Woolley highlighted that the resident, who is a blue badge holder
works in Stamford for four hours. The decision was unclear as to whether a blue
badge holder was expected to return to their car following 3 hours free parking to
pay for a ticket for 1 hour.



Officers had previously clarified that blue badge holders would receive th3 hours
free parking and the normal tariff would apply if the vehicle remained parking in an
SKDC car park.

The Deputy Chief Executive and S151 Officer confirmed there was not an
expectation for the individual to return to their vehicle and move it to park
elsewhere. There was no restriction on the blue badge holder remaining parked in
the same space beyond the free period. However, if they wished to remain in the
same space beyond the free period, they would be required to pay in accordance
with the tariffs of the car park.

A query was raised on whether the clarified information had been released in the
public domain.

The Chairman clarified that Cabinet had authorised the commencement of the
process rather than implementing the scheme itself. Officers would also undertake
an Equality Impact Assessment during the process, which would highlight any
concerns raised by residents who are blue badge holders.

Following the closure of this meeting, Officers would commence a statutory process
in line with the Road Traffic Act. A formulated process has to be followed in respect
to parking order amendments, one of which was consultation with statutory
consultees and the wider community.

The Cabinet Member for Property and Public Engagement confirmed he had
previously clarified the 3 hour free parking at the last meeting of this Committee,
whereby the Committee had a thorough debate.

Councillor Sue Woolley further highlighted her main concern was that the resident
had read information in the public domain that was not clear on car parking.

Further clarification was sought on whether a blue badge holder would be required
to return to the car park to buy a ticket, if they required parking for more than 3
hours or whether they could purchase their ticket upon arrival at the car park for 4
hours, but get the first 3 hours free.

The Chairman highlighted that the Equality Impact Assessment would decide how
the 3-hour free parking would be managed.

The Deputy Chief Executive and S151 Officer confirmed that any communication
within the public domain was via the decision notice, and not published via Council
communications.

The 3 hours free parking would operate in a way where an individual would get a
ticket from the machine or via the app for the free period. Thereafter, the individual
would be required to either return to the car park to pay for a longer duration or pay
via the app, which was the most convenient way to extend car parking.



Member raised concern on expecting blue badge holders to travel back to their
vehicle after the 3-hour free parking, if they needed to extend the duration of their
stay in the car park and did not use the app.

One Member suggested that the car parking apps take the 3-hour free parking into
consideration for blue badge holders, alongside the possibility of extending the time
parked in the car park.

Councillor Sue Woolley clarified the piece of information released in the public
domain was released by the Grantham Journal on 5 June 2026. The Council were
not responsible for any media released by Grantham Journal.

It was proposed, seconded and AGREED to:

1. Scrutinise the Cabinet decision to ‘Instruct Officers to undertake the
necessary steps pursuant to the introduction of a maximum 3-hour free
parking limit at all Council Pay and Display car parks for blue badge holders’
considering the reasons for the call in as set out in para. 2.6 of this report.

2. For the decision in question to be implemented.
Call in - Lease to Grantham Town Football Club

The Chairman stated there had been a ‘call-in’ for a review of the lease to
Grantham Town Football Club.

Councillor Matt Bailey called the application in due to the decision previously not
being eligible for ‘call-in’. However, following review, the decision was corrected and
re-published and then became eligible for ‘call-in’.

The Member highlighted he had expected the decision to come back to the Culture
and Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee, rather than be published as an
Officer Delegated Decision. It was felt decisions of this nature should be scrutinised
prior to implementation taking place.

The lease to Grantham Town Football Club was discussed by the Culture and
Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee in February 2026, where it was clear the
final decision would be considered by Cabinet. At the meeting of the Culture and
Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee it was highlighted that any decision
made would be predicated over the clubs future ambitions and resulting benefits to
the Council and the wider community.

Further clarification was sought around the Officer Delegated Decision and why the
decision had not been considered by Cabinet or an Overview and Scrutiny
Committee prior to a lease being granted.

The Deputy Chief Executive and S151 Officer outlined he had liaised with the
Monitoring Officer and had completed the Officer Delegated Decision in line with



the Constitution in terms of leases. The authority to delegate had previously been
approved by Full Council. The requirement to expediate certain leases was
important, due to the commerciality of them.

Clarification was sought on which Cabinet Members were involved with this
decision as it was not clear on the Officer Delegated Decision report.

The Leader of the Council confirmed the lease of Grantham Town Football Club
had been discussed at most Executive Briefings over the course of a year. It was
noted the lease had been a long-standing matter and there had been
understandable reasons due to changes in management and chairmanship of the
football club.

The Chairman of the Culture and Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee
clarified that discussions around the performance of the football club could not take
place until a lease was in place.

The Cabinet Member for Culture and Leisure confirmed he had been present at
several meetings with the football club alongside the Assistant Director for Culture,
Leisure and Place. It was noted that these meetings included the clubs future
aspirations and the club had assured they would undertake community work
alongside junior and ladies’ football.

It was clarified that the Cabinet Member for Property and Public Engagement was
present during Executive Briefings when this matter had been discussed, in line
with the consultation within the Constitution.

One Member was pleased to see the lease was being put into place, which would
provide more security for the football club.

Historically Grantham Town Football Club resided at land on London Road,
Grantham where they owned a parcel of land at the top of the ground. It was
understood that once the land was sold, they put the money towards capital costs
of building the Meres Leisure Centre, on the condition they would have security and
tenure of a pitch.

Clarification was sought on whether the Council had a legal obligation to provide
Grantham Town Football Club with a pitch, from an agreement 30 years ago.

The Deputy Leader of the Council clarified Grantham Town Football Club moved
from London Road to the Meres in Grantham and secured a 25-year lease. Subject
to the end of the lease, negotiation would take place. Unfortunately, the
negotiations were interim due to the number of changes in personnel at the Club. It
was believed as part of the arrangement, the balance of the funding was
considered in the lease given to the Club.



The Chairman of Culture and Leisure Overview and Scrutiny Committee confirmed
their support for the new management of the football club and was pleased with the
current direction of travel.

The reason for the call-in of the lease of Grantham Town Football Club was merely
due to the process and that the Officer Delegated Decision had been stated as ‘not
for call-in’ on the website.

It was proposed, seconded and AGREED:

‘Under Section 100(a)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public
may be excluded from the meeting during any listed items of business, on the
grounds that if they were to be present, exempt information could be disclosed to
them as defined in the relevant paragraphs of Schedule 12A of the Act.’

(The Committee returned into open session at 11:13).

It was proposed, seconded and AGREED

1. Consider the terms of the proposed lease between the Council and
Grantham Town Football Club.

2. For Officers to proceed with the process of the lease for Grantham Town
Football Club.

Work Programme 2026/27
The Committee noted the Work Programme 2026/27.

The Chairman informed the Committee of an additional report that would be added
to the meeting on 21 July 2026:

e Asylum Dispersal Grant Funding

Any other business, which the Chairman, by reason of special circumstance
decides is urgent

There were none.
Close of meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 11:15.
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